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hese days, it's not just increpid

W\

Mexicans heading across the Tex-

Mex border in search of a beceer
quality of life. Tropics-minded U.S.
cieizens are heading souch of che border
for the same reason,

Sure, 1t's abour elite !Lrlll', berrer l'!l.l.:‘.ll{
for their mvestment and cee-time dollars,
better weather and oceantront properey.

Bur it's also...Mexico. Mexico sells
Mexico golf because of che mystique
and cultural advencures thar come wich
being in a foreign land deing someching vou love,
particularly a comforcable country in which you can
relax and let down your guardg,

[¢'s the tequila sunsets and the incredible experiences
that call the adventurous golfer to the oldest souch. Like the
chance ta be distracted by a breaching humpback whale while
TT_'!.l'ir]g Loy T l]['[; 'l.'lu"l:IH_']] ili.l.]'.ll_':l:_'l'lb l[:_:.i.[f.‘ U“.L'” i“ I:.-.:I.hﬂl E]':It':';.l‘_"
days. Mexico golt has arrived, and Cabo 15 the vanguard,

The Pacific side of Cabo was protecred for a long tume for
environmental reasons, and now with careful development
comes the chance to play in a pristine environment that is
precty close to rolf heaven.

“With oceanside courses, the resort acmosphere, the

amaount of coastal wacer available and che climare, vou can't
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even compare us to most places, Baja
|b ':l.ri."a"l'.'.'i.l.l.':ll.l'.'.'., l'Jfra'Ll'.i.ll.-.l'Jl'..'. Jl._'!r..l.:hIE.. il I.H'I.i.{||.:|1:'
':_‘l.l.,"]'l:ll.,"]:l: ILI]' H | ':EL'hL:l:Iil.llLl‘“." SHFE 15':_?:.'
Gaudet, Director of Golf ar Diamante, o
golf resore communicy on the west side
of Baja investing ina Davis Love I Links
style course as well as a desert seyle course
designed by Phil Mickelson's team.
"What does a golfer want when

craveling? Good weather,” he says.

Punta Mita

“There’s no rain checks here. Our climare
is parallel to the best destinations in the
1..‘-'[1["5'_1. I.'lT:I{‘I l':lrl'_"l'_li(_'fi_'lt'll.':_'. 1"}5:-!{' !_E:_‘T ak ]':“ '::lj Ti{'i]:l\'..".'.‘l-”l.l‘l HUI‘I]‘I
f_ji'l“f-{]rni;l. E_:i_:l“'-é:f{'ll_lr:l'j :!.:ﬂ‘.-'r] |1-:_'r:-. |r1 Hil.iil. :'_-';'l'll_lfl'l ¥kl NeEver
TI'_':||.|_|_':|.' I:'IiE"u"I'_' Cik 'r!lt.il.l'l .Llrr_1|_:|r|:| T!n'.ll' '-.'l:'q*nthi_'l‘. i

Diamance's bold investment represents the kind of
new confidence the grear builders of golt have 1in Mexico's
elite golf potential. The sand dunes here are massive and
imposing, but rather than build houses to every inch of che
water to maximize profics for view lots, the new creation by
Davis Love 111 will open to rolling sand hills and grass as
& true links-seyle course, with dunes rising from the sea to
100 teer on cthe 11ch hole, in an untouched environment,

Not what you envisioned? Forger vour preconceptions
about Mexico's golf scene. Besides all evpes of cliff, seaside,
desert and dunes courses, the whole expenence 15 evolving



Four Seazons Resort, Punta Mita
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Dawis Lave U, scouts the Diamante site in Cabo

guickly. The border is becoming more fluid, travel is safer,
and highways wider. More imporcancly to golf fans, golf
15 becoming the main point in some luxury communicies
I_Il*-.'.,L' Di.,l[l'li,l[l'.,L‘. 'I'l."‘:'rlll.,'l.'ﬂ_'q,l.}\- _i_'\}.l‘E[ Wilh LIII.(_:I:I jl.l:";--\". .LIIL.I|.|]{:|' i.l]::lL'I-J:.r.:v
oftered ac resorts in che near-past, golf has become the ends
ar places such as Cabo, Puerco Yallarca, and Puerto Penasco,
where golf is driving huge invescment.

"As a descinacion Mexico has unique offerings in
culrtural experience, history and landscape,” says Gaudet.
“The ocean and jungle or mouncain and desert influences
are all here, wherher ic's Cancan, Baja, Puerco Vallarta...and
it’s now represented by some of the world's mose regarded
I:;'i,"'\.'lll_:ll'f'l_"\. H'I('ll.'l.l.llh .|.|||:; F-I..l'::il.:'.. T'II'EE.I.IL;.I.'].“'\.'::II'I. -J-I'L"I-.': _TI::'”L:'\..
Crenshaw. It has become an important address in che
portfolio for top designers.”

Golf is exploding sourh of the border, bringing in the
high-end U.5. courism and investment contingent Mexico's
leaders desire to see most.

"The management and upkeep of the courses is ac
.S, standards, but you also have the exotic experience of
being in another culeure, a different councry, very close
and accessible to home,” says Lynne Bairscow, director of

marketing and operations for Punea Mica, "Golf is growing

in Mexico—especially ac che elite level—and it 15 a prioricy
for the country's tourism business,” she says,

Beachfront greens, ocean tront tees, sand in your toes
and tropical ocean breezes, For ULS. golfers, access is easier
wich airline rouces and roads co Mexico proliferacing,
making it easier co get there and increasingly ditficule to
want to leave, Especially with a new desert or links-style
course to play opening every few months, it seems.

Los Palomas At Las Palomas near Rocky Poine on the northern Sea

ot Corres, Jon Mirmelli, in a joint venture wich .”ul}jgllj|
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Cluarancia

Properties, is in the enviable position of being a 3. 5-hour
drive from five million golf-minded people.

“ln Arizona chere are 300 courses,” he says. "We are
one of only two in Puerto Penasco, so our narural customer
is coming from a golf state. The principle reason for coming
here 15 to be on Ifhl:: 50, Hrld then cheir nataral INSTINCE On
VACAtion 15 to want to golf.”

The natural blown-sand dunes links seyle course ar Las
Palomas was top-ranked lasc year by Galf Tae, in 2006 in the
internactional category. New air services and new highways
are connecting che resort ro bigger markers every year, not
just Arizona bur San Diego, "'n.lr-:'l:;:.a.lc and others, people who
are coming to visic or buy luxury ocean golf vacation homes
at a bargain thar are ofren closer to their home seate chan
raditional TI.5. oprions.

Ambience and aura aside, golf or golf real estate in
Mexico has to work financially for ULS, customers, and it
works hike nowhere else,

“Ir comes down ro the value of what customers are
getting and whar they pay,” Mirmelli says. “Where in the
L

5. can you find a 2,000 square-foot condo on the water for

$400,000 ro $500,000 with high-level finishes
stainless, cravertine? You can't,” Mirmelli says, "We have the

Franite,

luxury of providing what our customers wane at a fraction of
the cost. I'm looking our ac che ocean right now, so tranguil
and relaxing, and our customers see thae value, We have no
hurricane or earthquake issues, ic’s juse a very nice place, the
water 15 warm and the sea 15 calm,”

Securiey has drastically improved, and the near-zero
unemployment resores bring to the small towns close to
them ensures che Mexican pmm]':-]r: hiave an interest in securit ¥
I::Jr .I'!'I.n-ILTJ.L'.“-I 1.':\:;:!:.[1!1 .':mE 'H-'ii{':'lfil.'!-l'll{"l'ﬁ..

"GMAC, General Electric and M&l Bank are chree

Casa Lapalapa, Punta Mita

major lenders cthat have entered the marker in Mexico,”
Mirmelli says. "So not only have the customers said ‘hey, 1
like ic and feel safe,” bue large 1.3, inscitutions have done

their homework and agreed.”

Gauder says polling and buying land around Baja is a
Western experience now.

"For political, economic and securicy reasons, ie's much
easier to buy properties down here now,” he savs, “It's easier
to do big things and feel safe abour i, Acquisirional land
holdings are legitimarely proteceed.”

Baja 15 wichour rival in the world on many levels as
a renowned golf descinarion, bur mainland Mexico is just
gectng starced. The ease coase of the Sea of Cortes 1s expected
to erupt over the nexr decade, with Baja-esque boom towns
popping up on the Mexico Coasr side. Combined with
-:nll::il:au‘.di:lllr. facilities Like Cabeo del Sol, Cabo Real and El
Dorado, and you can can see cthar east, west, or north, cthe
whole country 18 sec to grow faster chan Charles Barkley's
polf score,

“Potential? We haven't scratched the surface yer,”
Mirmellisays, "Wich the boomers retining and che movement
toward vacationing for longer periods and with the abilicy
to work with cell phones and the internet, people are staving
longer. Golf completes the experience for them,”

[t's the hishing village aura of most Mexican seaside
communities thae is the real gift ro golf Mexico brings,
mainland or peninsular. That's whae inspires che songs.

"Fishing and secaside communicies just bring in a
different type of calm,” Gauder says. “Mexican culture is
reserved, adapeable, wich a laid back armosphere, and ic's
easy to blend into. For a rraveler, its not a high-tension
experience. Warer, palm crees, beaches, 1t doesn't seem o be

30 pressure-driven,”
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LAS PALOMAS: A Racky Poirt award-winner
where sand, sea grass and dunes combine for true
links-style with great finishes on par-3 and par-5
holes |7 and |8 designed by Forrest Richardson
and Arthur fack Snyder. Bonus: a fun extra par-3
“19th" hole for setthng scores. Soon, a 42.000-
square-foot spa; |2 restaurants and 2,000
homes and condos, fractionals from $20,000 to
$250,000 and homes to $2. | million. Mearby,
the Corona family reportedly will invest $1.2
balien in-a resort,

WAL NTSOaIOmIcS, Com

DIAMANTE: Baja's unspoilled west side
15 ‘establishing itsell as the leader in golf
development with places like Diamante, where
Phil Mickelson's desert course design will
become a talker in golf. vet is within earshot of
the crashing waves that nearly touch the adjacent
Diamante masterpiece, a Davis Love Il inks-style
dunes course. The total: 36 holes of golf heaven
close 1o {abo buta world apart. The Love course
will be ready in December

wawi threetalmsint. com

QUERENCIA: Tom Fazie's first design in
Los Cabos towers high above the ocean with
breathtaking vistas detached from the buzz
of Cabea, but clese enough for convenience.
Unique bunkers, breaks and fairway contours
create golf that 1s challenging yet inviting.

o sCabasquErencia, com
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Must-play
exico Golf Spots

PUERTO LOS CABOS: Two of golf's
greatest champions createc a great pairing
jack Micklaus and Greg Nerman both designed
Signature courses that focus on the natural beauty
of the sites.and exploit views of the Sea of Cortez,
Cne wanders along the sea and the other creates
space along the hillsices

Wi buertolascabos. com

CABO PACIFICA: While marlin fishing here,
Jack Micklaus developed a vision of begeer fish to
iry. Cabo Paafica, at fand's end, has miles of white
beaches and two Jack MNicklaus Sipnature courses

**i

e B

on its 1,850 acres, Oceangiews and desert golf

amid lush landscaping make it unforgettable

W Cabobacihica, com., mx

ESTRELLA DEL MAR: One of Mexico's

top-rated golf courses, this Robert Trent jones

ir. design | 8-hole beauty wanders amid miles of

Beach at this Mazatlan-area resort community that
encompasses 816 acres
SANCILIArY-—On-5ite,

including a sea turtle
www estreliodelmar com

PALMILLA: See in a hurry why MNicklaus is
king of Cabo. At Falmilla, where a seaside [festyle
and old world architecture are steeped in tropécal
charm, Micklaus designed a 27-hole course for this
Mike Snell developrnent. With scaring cactus and
broad wews, this is true Cabo,

WA DT com
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VISTA VALLARTA.: Opened in 2001, this jack
Micklaus Signature Course rises far above Puerdc
Vallarta, Dense palm lorest, giant Fica trees and
wandering creeks and arroyos reveal why the
Puertc Mallarta area is considered by many the
best of Mexico, A Tom Weskopl creation nearby
explos extreme terrain.

wiww vistovailartapolf com

PUNTA MITA: A no:-brainer for luxe golf
experiences, with an | B-hole Jack Micklaus
Signature Golf Course ranked World's Best Golf
Resort by readers of Conde Nast Traveler 2006 and
one of the best goif colrses by Trove! & Leisure
Golf in 2006, The course will run beside Punta
Mita'’s secona 1 8-hole Micklaus Signature course
slated to open in December, 2007, the same
time a 5t. Regis Besort and Residences will open
Existing luxury experiences include The Four
seasons Punta Mita Resort,

WA DL aMITaNrapertias; nor

LORETO BAY: Emphasis here'is on nature and
sustainability, whales and wildness, Hrrn against the
merra de la Giganta Mountans, this is the best of
the Sea of Cortez. The dramatically renovated
course re-opens in Fall 2008, redesigned by David
Dhval and by Troon Galf,

v loretobay com

YUCATAN COUNTRY CLUB: The socl
and sports concept 15 at the heart of this resort,
with a lack MNicklaus course with expansive vigws
of lakes and tropical fohage, A par-72, 7.282-vard
course challenges the comentional wisdorm that
dictates "vou can't spend alyour e on'a polf course,”
wwwyucatangolf.com

MOON PALACE: Cancun sand dunes gata
nice ring 1o it? |t will after seeing what Jack Micklaus
did to alter the Cancun Maya polf landscape here,
This / h65-vard par 72 s set amid a resort packed
with splendor, Meon Palace Resort boasts a Rabert
Von Hagge design regarded as one of Mexica's
best, while the MNicklaus design for Moon Palace
Golf Resort has four sets of tees and a 14| -yard
par 3 on the | 7th with anisland green that is either
ahomerrunor ... a ker-plap.

W moonbalace, carm

CABO DEL SOL: An | B0O-acre COMmmunity
that sets the standard in Cabo, this stretch of
polfer's heaven boasts courses along the Sea of
Cortez by Jack MNicklaus Design and through the
desert and sagauro oy Tom Weskopf, The Pebble-
ke INIcklaus course runs: 1.5 miles of oceanfront,
and s an astounding goll expenence,

wiww cabiodelol com W




